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Outcome % 

Guilty plea 43% 

Not charged 34% 

Dismissed or transferred 12% 

Convicted at trial   6% 

Acquitted at trial   3% 

Diversion   2% 

More than 4 guilty pleas for every  case resolved by trial 

Cross, Walsh, Jones & Simone, 2003 







Child Statement Investigative Action 

Father  read Goodnight Moon 
to me before he touched me.  

Search suspect’s house and 
seize the book 

Uncle George always took me 
to the blue house 

Take photograph of the house 

Grandpa pulled my pants down 
on our fishing trip 

Look for  
campground registration , 
photographs of the trip, fishing 
equipment at Grandpa’s  

All About the Bass  was playing 
on the radio on Jersey’s finest 
99 FM 

Obtain radio playlist 

Source: Vieth, 1999  



Lippert, T., Cross, T.P., Jones, L.M., & Walsh, W. (2010). Suspect confession of child sexual abuse to investigators. 

Child Maltreatment, 15, 161-170. 





Faller, et al., 2001; Faller & Henry, 2000; Staller & Faller, 2010 
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Law enforcement 98.2 

Child protection 97.7 

Prosecutor 96.4 

CAC staff 95.0 

Forensic interviewer 88.3 

Victim/witness 
advocate/assistant 

86.5 

Health professional 83.8 

Mental health 
professional 

91.0 



Juvenile court 38.3 

Rape crisis 
counselor/advocate 

27.9 

DV 
counselor/advocate 

22.5 

Schools 17.6 

Probation/parole 16.2 

GAL/CASA 15.8 

Sex offender 
treatment provider 

6.3 

Child’s attorney 3.6 









CAC communities Comparison communities 

More child-focused 
interview location 

CAC facility 83% CPS agency     22% 
Police agency 18% 
Home               16% 
School              10% 

More coordinated 
investigations 

81% 52% 

More team interviews 28% 6% 

More case reviews 56% 7% 

More children received 
forensic medical 
examinations 

48% 21% 

More referrals for mental 
health services 

60% 22% 

Increased parent satisfaction >70% 53% 



Study Finding 
Joa & Edelson, 
2005 

• Criminal charges filed more often with more counts in 
CAC than comparison 

• Convictions more likely in CAC cases 
Wolfteich & 
Loggins, 2007 

• CAC did not differ from joint CPS-police team  
• Time to disposition less in CAC 

Edinburgh, et al., 
2008 

No difference between CAC and comparison 

Cross et al., 2008 • 3 CACs did not differ from comparison on cj outcomes 
• 1 CAC was more likely to file criminal charges but also 

more likely to dismiss cases 
Walsh, et al., 2008 Time to disposition less in CAC than comparison 
Miller & Rubin, 
2009 

Rate of felony prosecutions was 69% greater in district 
with expanded use of CACs than in comparison 



Stage Multiple Disciplines Coordination 

Investigation CPS, law enforcement, 
medical 

Joint or coordinated 
CPS-LE investigation; 
forensic medical exam 

Forensic 
Interviewing 

CAC forensic interviewer, 
CPS, law enforcement 

Team interviews: single 
interview with multiple 
disciplines observing 

Service Response CPS, victim advocate, 
medical, mental health 

MDT coordinates 
multiple services 

Pre-Trial LE, victim advocate, 
prosecutor 

LE & prosecutor 
coordinate on evidence 
collection; LE, advocate 
and CAC on supporting 
child & family 

Trial Medical, forensic 
interviewer, mental health, 
crime lab 

Multiple experts assist 
prosecutors and testify 
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Pre-protocol Post-protocol 

Cases declined 28% 17.6% 

Arrests/charges 42% 52.9% 

Guilty pleas 52% 56% 

Convictions at 
trial 

50% 91% 
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How has this affected prosecution? 
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• Majorities of children experience physical abuse, exposure to DV, neglect 
• Many children experience polyvictimization 
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