Yu-Ling Chiu

Ph.D. Candidate | chiu22 @illinois.edu
School of Social Work | Universit
1010 W. Nevada

Datasets include: administrative records from
child welfare and juvenile justice in the State of
Washington.

*The sample consists of 13,521 first time offenders
aged between 8and 16 years in 2005.

*The sample includes 62 % of males, 49% of white,
7% (n=945) of African American, 5% of Hispanic,
39% of unknown, and 50.8% of reoffenders. The
mean age is 14.4 (SD=1.5).

Onset age of first offending is known to
be an important predictor for chronic
offenders (e.g. Loeber and Farrington,
2000). Some studies report that early
onset age increases the future risk;
while others found that later onset age
increases the risk of future offending.
Most studies focus on male samples
(e.g. Carroll et al., 2009). There is a lack
of studies on females (e.g.
Archwamety and Katsiyannis, 1998). To
address this knowledge gap, we
include both females and males in the
sample and examine whether onset
age has different impacts on the
continuation of offending.

dependent variable : Onset age was
ategorized into o 2 groups, 13 and under
=3,519, 26%) and 14-16 (n=10,002, 74%).
Dependent variable: Subsequent offense
ecords were traced in two years after first

ending . Subsequent offense is categorize
to 4 types, including no re-offense, 1 re-
ffense, 2 re-offenses, 3 or more re-offenses.

1. To examine the impact of onset age on
persistent offenses with the control of
the dually involvement status (involved
in both Child Welfare and Juvenile
Justice systems);

2. To examine the gender specific impact

of onset age.

*Descriptive analysis, bivariate analysis, and
multinomial regression were applied.
*Multinomial regression was conducted for the
whole sample, female subsample, and male
subsample respectively.
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Non-dually involved  Dually involved Early onset Late onset
Offense Age

Early onset (13 and under)
Late onset (14 and over)

Persistent Offense

8913(24%)
29087(76 %)

3672(46%)
4237(54%)

No re-arrest 24264(64%) 3839(49%) 7782(62%) 20321(61%)

1 re-arrest 7509(20%) 1775(22%) 2319(18%)
2re-arrests 3087( 8%) 981(12%) 113( 9%)
3 and more re-arrests 3140( 8%) 1314(17%) 1371(11%)

tinomial Regression for the entire sample
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