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Reduction in Children in Foster Care
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Downstate Caseload Dynamics

1,837
1,8411,716

1,643
1,980

1,744
1,645 1,628

831

1,015920849

800746811819 883

857

874885798

8348438739391,039

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

19
98

_4
19

99
_4

20
00

_4
20

01
_4

20
02

_4
20

03
_4

20
04

_4
20

05
_4

20
06

_4

Southern
(Moving 4-quarter totals)

3,993

4,322

4,618

4,987

5,271

5,743

4,155 4,138 4,111
4,201

1,771

2,145
2,014 2,002

1,629
1,733 1,773 1,699 1,670

2,357
2,404

2,221 2,126 2,147
1,933

1,807
1,607

1,835

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

19
98

_4
19

99
_4

20
00

_4
20

01
_4

20
02

_4
20

03
_4

20
04

_4
20

05
_4

20
06

_4

Central
(Moving 4-quarter totals)

Entry Cohorts

Exit Cohorts

Cross-sectional Snapshot



Upstate Caseload Dynamics
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Upstate Caseload Dynamics
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Older Ward Population in Illinois
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Children entering care

12% 12%
14%

15%

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Under 14 14 and Older Percent 14 & Older



Child Behavior Checklist

0   1   2       6.  Can’t sit still or restless 
0   1   2     13.  Cries a lot.
0   1   2     14.  Cruel to animals.
0   1   2     30.  Easily jealous.

0   = Not True (as far as you know)
1 = Somewhat or Sometimes True
2 = Very True or Often True



CBCL Ratings of  Illinois Foster Children

• 51% of children aged 7-15 demonstrate clinical or borderline 
levels of total behavior problems.
– In the general U.S. population, 17% of children exhibit 

“clinical” or “borderline” levels of total behavior problems.

• 35% of children aged 11-15 self-report clinical or borderline 
levels of internalizing behavior.

Based on 2004 survey of 287 foster caregivers & 158 children 
conducted between



National & Illinois Comparisons

MENTAL HEALTH 
INDICATORS

Percentages
US                    IL

CBCL
(Combine Clinical & Borderline)

Ages 7-15
N=338

Ages 6-15
N=179

41-53% 43-58%

Youth Self-Report of Behavior
(Combined Clinical & Borderline)

Ages 11-15 
N=187

Ages 11-15
74

11-27% 25-46%

Trauma
(Combine Clinical & Sub-Clinical Range)

Ages 8-15 
N=281

Ages 8-15
N=118

9-20% 8-19%



Special Education

• NIU record review estimates that 43% of 
students in foster care were receiving special 
education services in 2003/2004 school years.

– 35% of children less than 14 years old
– 55% of children aged 14 years & older

.



Post-Permanency World in Illinois
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Post-Permanency Needs

• 30% had mental health diagnosis

• 21% were receiving special education services

• Behavior Problem Index Mean Score = 10.9
– National average mean score = 6.4

Based on telephone survey of 350 Illinois adoptive parents 
and legal guardians conducted Jan-Mar 2006

.



Stability After Permanence
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Ruptures Based on Computer Data
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Computer + Survey Data
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Computer + Survey+ Brief Ruptures
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